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During the past year they have thrown off the heavy yoke of commu
nism and begun to enter the community of free nations. Under the lead
ership of Eastern Europe's first non-Communist government in more 
than 40 years, they have been working to build a new economic order 
to break the cycle of impoverishment and decline imposed by nearly 
half a century of totalitarian rule. 

The United States wholeheartedly supports Poland's democratic transi
tion and her people's ongoing efforts to establish a pluralistic society 
and free market economy. In addition to direct financial aid, the United 
States has launched a series of initiatives designed to encourage pri
vate sector investment in Poland and to promote the growth of market 
institutions in that country. In May, I proudly announced the decision 
to create the Citizens Democracy Corps, whose first mission is to es
tablish a center and clearinghouse for American private sector assist
ance and voluntary activities in Eastern Europe. Moreover, throughout 
the past several months, U.S. Government officials, as well as business 
and labor leaders, have traveled to Poland to share their expertise and 
to help establish cooperative ventures in areas such as agriculture, 
business management, and financial services. 

Polish Americans are especially proud of the positive developments 
that have been taking place in their ancestral homeland, and rightly so. 
During this Polish American Heritage Month, we celebrate both their 
unique ethnic identity and the enduring ties that unite all Americans 
with the courageous, freedom-loving people of Poland. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 289, has designated October 
1990 as "Polish American Heritage Month" and has authorized and re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 1990 as Polish American Her
itage Month. I urge all Americans to join their fellow citizens of Polish 
descent in observance of this month. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6213 of October 24,1990 

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For most Americans, home is, as it should be, a beloved place of 
refuge, a place where one can enjoy the unconditional love and accept
ance of his or her family as well as physical comfort and security. 
Tragically, however, for far too many of our citizens the blessings of 
home and family are marred by domestic violence. 
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Each year, hundreds of thousands of Americans—^people of every age, 
gender, and race, and from every social, religious, and economic back
ground—are affected by domestic violence. Domestic violence is not 
just a series of angry exchanges or the kind of simple quarrels that 
occur occasionally in almost every family. Rather, it is a grave pattern 
of destructive behavior and a serious crime problem that inflicts imtold 
harm upon individuals and families and weakens the very fabric of oui 
society. 

Domestic violence involves not only spouses, but also some of our Na
tion's most vulnerable citizens. Its victims include abused and neglect
ed children, elderly relatives, and persons with disabilities. In every 
case, domestic violence leaves deep physical and emotional scars, 
often haunting for years the children who suffer or simply witness its 
terrifying effects. All too often, domestic violence results in death. 

Fortunately, Americans throughout both the public and private sectors 
are working to assist the victims of domestic violence and to stop the 
vicious cycle of abuse and despair. Law enforcement officials at the 
Federal, State, and local level, health care providers, members of pri
vate voluntary organizations, the clergy, and other concerned citizens 
are engaged in efforts to prevent domestic violence and to provide 
shelter and counseling for its victims. Many communities now have 
special outreach programs and residential services for affected individ
uals and families. 

This month we recognize the generosity, compassion, and hard work of 
all those volunteers and professionals who are working to prevent do
mestic violence and to help its victims. We also reaffirm our support 
for their vital efforts. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 602, has designated October 
1990 as "National Domestic Violence Awareness Month" and has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ
ance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 1990 as National Domestic Vi
olence Awareness Month. I m ĝe all Americans to observe this month 
by learning more about the tragedy of domestic violence and how each 
of us can help bring an end to it. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two himdred and fifteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 
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